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An occasion of great joy

BAR-ILAN ‘UNIVERSITY's 25th anniversary is an occas-
~ lon of great joy and pride for me —hothon g personal level,:

as a graduate of Bar-Ilan, and in my official capacity as -

Minister of Education and Culture,

Through its unique blead of Jewish and geeneral education,
of Tora and science, Bar-Tlan University is making
special contribution to the great challenge that faces ug —
living up to our title of the ‘““People of the Book."” For the -

always meant the pursuit of -
knowledge combined with the fostering of moral v

- the principles which guide Ba.r-IJan University in all its

Jewish People, this has

endeavours, -

In particular, I wish to commend Bar-Tian for its devoted
- efforts to close the gap between the various sectors of our
society, and for the important role that it has as
:Serving as a bridge between Israel and the Dias
.. To Bar-Ilan University, its leaders, staff, and students, I -
‘express my admiration for their achievements to date, and -
for the great promise that the University holds out.for a

" bright and glorious future,

alues. —

sumed in
pora. '

. ZEVULUN HAMMER
Minister of Education and Culture

“

A special academic quality

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS ago a great institution of learning
was born In Eretz Israel — the Bar-Ilan University. Ever
since, I have followed Bar-Ilan's evolution and development
with profound interest because of its unique purpose and
contribution to the soclety of Israel, The synthesis of Tora
and general education, of Jewish heritage and scientific in-
quiry have endowed the Bar-Ilan University with a special
academic quality. Israel is enriched by the ac-
complishments of Bar-Ilan, which was a vision a quarter of
& century ago, and which today has grown to become a great
centre of learning.

My best wishes to the Bar-Ilan University, its founders,
builders, teachers and students.

Menahem Begin
Prime Minister

.\
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Mr. And Mrs. Jerome L. Stern
New York
Congratulate Bar-llan Universlty

on 25 years of great achlevement

PR ~

and look forward to the continued

developmernit of this wonderful institution.
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Mr. and Mrs. Ludwlg Jesselson

New York
Wish

Bar-llan University
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. continued success

and are proud to be
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associated with the

Sllver Jubilee celebrations.
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Mr. and Mrs. Abraham Spiegei '

Beverly Hills, California

extend warmest greetings

to Bar-llan University

its President and Faculty

Administration and Students

on the 25th Anniversary of this

great and beloved instltution.
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Blanca and Ernest Wintner
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Beverly Hills, California

Extend heartiest greetings

and Mazal Tov to’

faculty, administration and students

.y

on the occasion of

Bar-llan Uﬁllversity's Silve_r’ Jubilee.
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BAR-TLAN'S president may
spend his vacations writing
rhilosophical essays, but he i3
rhout as faor from tho ivory
lower as it 1s posslble to con-

ceive.

Rabbi Emanuel Rackman

genulnely enjoys people. And as
8 unlversity adminlstrator here
and ahroad, he has plenty of op-
portunity to do so.

The author of ''Israel's
Emerging Constitution and
"One Man'a Judaism," he ia the
first Lo elaim that too many
scholars work with books
rather than with people. When
he was nominated president
thrce voars ago, his main fear
wng that he wouldn't havh
enough time to teach a regular
course.

But today, he teaches, writes
a column in a New York Jewlish
weekly, meets with the ViPs,
raises funds abroad, and takes
An active part In university
policy-making.

"I'm lucky 1 don't require
much sleep,” he explainas simp-
ly.

Rabbl Rackman's whole
career has been as varied as his
present joh. He qualifled both
aa & lnwyer and as a rabbi, and
during the "40s tralned U.8.
army chaplains. After World
War II he worked with displac-
ed parsons, then heid several
rabbinical posts, including
presidency of the New York
Rabbinical Council. He has long
been a member of the Jewlsh
Agency Execntive.

His deelsion to immligrate at
the age of 67, leaving his con-
&regatlon at New York's Fifth
Avenue Synagogue hehind him,
WAa mada alter years of feeling
that "'it wasn't fair to preach
allva to others without coming
Fourself,™ ' .

The- Zlonist leader is awdre,
howaver, that he hag in some
way-missed out on the living ex.
perience of Israel, )

"I don’t have the problems of
where to send my kids to Bchool,
and with an American pension,
[ don't feel the Inflgtion the

same way as Israelis, he .

notes,

But he can still contribute to '

educaiion here, especially that
of studenta from non-religious
backgrounds. -
The latter, he says with 8
glow, “get very excited when I
explaln ‘that the ocom-
mandments relating to man
and his fellow are a primary
part of Judaism, to which other
[njunctions are stubservient.
For instance, there's the
hiblieal command against mis-
representling a product in g
husiness deal, or the oné’
agalnst entering a shop and
making the storekeeper think.
that vou intend to buy when you
- don't." i

- Interestingly, adds Professor
.- Rackman, “‘while my students

" . in Amerlca were amazed by the.

‘progresaive, libepal position of .
Jewish law (for Instance, the
rofusal to allow & mean -to in..
-+ _eriminate himself), Ieraelis
*- can’t understand why we have °
to be so considerate — and they -
‘Invarinbly clte the cage of a

. terrorist who admits to

‘murder," .
Snbras are also very conser.
vallve, according to-the rabbi,
They are unimpressed by the
creative achlevements of rab-
his, such as the Improvement of
tho stalus of women In the
Talmudie era, even though
"these were within the
framework of Halacha,
~''The religious tend to react
with ‘How did they dare do it 7",
and the non-religious claim ft's
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Rabbl Emanuel Rackman: “Jt wusn

Far from the

ower
niversity isa
SHOSHANA LESSER.
complexities -
kman, - o

:-abread are- a happler topic.
i Mention them, and Adler leaps

% fair fust-to proach iy, »

- Running' an 8,000:stud
‘complex task, The Post's
~ gets a glimpse of same
from Bar-llan President
Director-General M

and Rector Shio

of the
Emanuel R
latityahu Ad|

1l
R

‘dishonest’ ... Qyp Studenty have
no concept of hlutoriéal
development,” he Somplains,

Concern over Studenty' 4,
titudes to Jewigh thought 15 part
of the professor'g conviction
that “Bar-Ilan University ig o
Just committed to the suryiyy
of kigher education, byt alao ty
the survival of the Jewisy
pecople.*

He believes it fa hig duty toep.
sure that every graduate
“kuows his roots " Hence hig
support for the Judaje studies
that constitute almost a quarier
of a student’s timetable,

Agr for the controversiy)
obligntory skullcap, Bometiriey
donned at the main gate, this s

-an Intogral part of the univer.
sity's charncter and should be
respected by religious ang
non-religious allke, asgerts,
“Besides," he adds, " don't
like to have to spot who in my
class Is observant and who
isn't.”

Very few Bar-Tlan students
except his own know that the
henevolent, Erandfatherly
tigure they see around the cam-
Pus s the president (*'‘and they
almost fell through the floor
when I [ntroduced myself in
class'y. HEven fewer, he con-
cedes, would recognize him as
the swaddled figure who pedala
encrgetically around the
Ramat Aviv streets on his hicy-
cle at 5.30 in the mornings,

FUNDRATSING Isa't a fob you
can lenrn. You just have to be
born with the talent. So claims
the man who haa succesgsfully
transformed a struggling In-
stitution of 700 students Into a
thriving one of 8,000.

Matityahu Adler, Bar-Ilan's
dircclor-general and vice-
president, certainly feels that
he hasn't wasted any time dur-
Ing his 15 years at the universl-
ty. Those years of continuous
service are about to be In-
terrupted, now that he haa been
‘appointed Israel’'s ambassador
to Switzerland.

Fram the start of the conver-
sation It Is obvious who 18 In
command. Adler gpouts flgures
and faets quieker than they can
be written down. He recalis the
year he way asked by the
Interior Ministry {o take leave
of absence from his post as
mayor of Becrsheba ''lo see
whal could be done to save Bar-

" Ilan.”

‘“Then I dealt with a budget of
IL1.6m. and we didn't have
eénough to pay the salaries.
Nowadays, it's IL80OM." . \
Back in the early '60s, Adler's

‘primary alma were Lo find the

Sources io finance Bar-Ilan, and
to build an organizational struc-
ture to run ft,

'No easy {asks,’" he says,
with a note of resentment a
“"the sceptical and tightfisted
attitude the authorities then
took towards another university
— &nd & religlous one at that.
~Today, the dynamlie
organizer still feels the univer
8ity lsn't getting its fair share of
the higher education budget.
"'Bar-Ilan's space per student is
7 aquaré metres, while the

country’s average is 18," he

notes. .

- Bar-Ilan is atso the only un-
Ivetsity left where students stil
liva (n poorly-lnsulated prefabs,
although he admits that this 18
partly because he refused to
bulld If there wasn't the money
forit. .- .
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Bar-lian Rector Prof. Shiomo Eckstein: “Doubly heciic job."

agility to draw back the curtain
hat concaals hiz prize show-
Place: g multi-coloured wall-
MAD with flluminateg points for
Svery group of Bar-Tian friends
In the worlq,

€ Becrets of this successful
ambasador-dealgnate (who
s already been on scveral
Missiong fop the atate) are, he

. claimg, 1the abllity to make im-

mediate pergonal contact, and
Yo Instil confidence in people. Tt
Nt what yoy give ihat counts,
u.".' Whom you giva to..
i I also have gg Bovernors —

iMong them bankers, -
- .Professory and businessmen —
"4 X have to lve with all of
¥ oM, he grins, **And I've

.- ‘Managed tg stay on good terms

Ytk seven, reators,*

- Alteronig ang p half decedes .
D BNd ng. strikes. among his,
. ' only welhl_meuﬁhe_-
. ! 0 15 “'feeling rather
(1189, Nevertholesn ho atl] has -

Wl‘;ﬁdm&' to

[

enough energy to devote his
“spare time" to his duties as
deputy mayor of Ramat Gan.
Watching the strecams of
students from the window of his
top-floor oftice Matityahu Adler
allows himself & moment of sen-
timent. But underneath his ob-
vlous pride in his work is a deep
worry for the economie future
of the institution. “I'm very
pessimistie,” he says, 50 much
80 that he doesn't want to dis-
cuss the matter, =~ - -

NEXT DOOR in the rector's of-
tice,  too, the clouda of the
economic crisis are apparent.
Outside in the corridor, a lee-
turer is busy arguing with the
rector on salary claims. -
How does it feel to leave the

.economlics department for unj-
- varsity poiities? -

. "Atsolately terrlblen.':" :erlieq
. . . Eckatein. mye st |.
R e . e

active in general univerasity
matters, and when they take on
the rectorship they’re ready for
it ... 1 certainly wasn't.
Moreover, this year !t's Bar-
Nlan's turn to chair the inter-
unlversity committee — go I
have a doubly hectic Job.”
Though he claims he 18 far too
harassed to philosophize on the
nature of Bar-llan University,
within minutes he iz recalling,
with a dreamy loak in his eyes,
his allys fram Mexico 20 years
ago. .
“I was a Bnel Akiva coor-
dinator in Mexico, and I had
been on the khachsharag
Programme — but I decided to
opt out. While I was completing
my Ph.D. at Harvard, I signed
my commitment to Bar-Iian."
The idea of a religiously-

oriented university still appealg |

to him as a tremendous
challenge.

"We've created a university
with recognized stendards! a
religious academic community,
and a place where students can
combine Jewish studles with
academic ones ... But there |5
attll a lot more to do.”

ECKSTEIN feels “very uneasy
that Israel has 10,000 graduates
a year who should improve the
quality of life here — and don't.
It may be utoplan, but if we
could provide each of them with
A sense of responsibility, this
could change the face of the
couniry ... I'm thinking of the
well-mannered. patlent, smil-
Ing cltizen," he explalns wist-

fully,

He insists that a university
can influence its students in this
diroction. First, he suggests,
have faculty set a personal ex-
ample. Btreamline ad-
ministrative procedures for
studenis and ensure that their
grievances reach latening
ears. Take a teacher's
relationship with his students
Inte necount as a factor In
promation, rather than
publieations alone.

Howevoer, consideration
doesn't mean relaxing
acndemie demands and a Ree-
lor has no choice bul to weed
oul the weak students, But
Professor HEckatein, Lhe tough
leciurer whose own gourse
gends shivers through studonts,
finds It oxtremely difficull to
deal with these who plead for

another chance at an exam they

are bound to fail,

“As a rector, you have to be
determined. One of my dif-
ficultles ig that T don't lose sight
of the human side, It just makes
my life a little more mis-
erable."

But by far the worst part of

being rector is haying to decide
where to makeé the cuts. (No-
one talks about inerements
these days.)
.A renowned agrarian
cconomist, Eckaiein has been
advisar to the President of Max-
lee, a direetor af Israel
Chemicals, chairman of Bar-
Ilan's Economics Department
— but nothing prepared him for
the competing demands of
taculties, all of sclentific value,
on tho universitly's meagre
resgurces.

Nevertheless, there are a few
rewarding aspects of the post —
though it takes Eckstein a while
to think of them. -

-""When someone tells you the.

Atmoaphere on campus is
better, or somewhere along the
linc there Is an improvement
vou initlated, you do have a
good _feeling. But: I'm never
satisfled with myself — just
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Best wishes
to
Bar-llan University

on Its anniversary

- Mr. and Mrs. Herman Merkin

New York

gy W

Mr. and Mrs, Alexander Vari
Beverly Htlls, California
Extend greetings
to
the Bar-llan Unlverslfy
on the occaslion of its

Silver Jubilee,
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¢ ) | THOUGH RELIGIOUSLY

orlented, Bar-Ilan Univeraity is _
far from converting masses of :
secular-minded young people to )

€ | commitlted orthodoxy. But it's
rare that you'll find a graduate

who has not acquired some

respect for Judajam there.

One of the reasons may be

that a Bar-Tlan degree Includes

at least 18 credits in 2 combina-

tion of Bible, Talmud and
Jewish phllosophy. But perhaps
a more subtle Influence {5 the
unforced Integratlion of

)
197:;'-'
religlous and non-religious
students on campus.

o £ AtH, 2
' . S
UNIVE RSITY .. l m@ﬂ%&?
Bar-Ilan offers & unique op- .
portunity for whose who have
travelled on the religious con-
veyor belt to test their convie-
tlons on fellow-students from v
entirely different backgrounds. L

For the non-religious, it may he

&4 one-time chance to agk the | .
hearers of crocheted shulicen Bar-llan makes no attem pt to replace a yeshiva,

e

.
s

Mr. Phillip Stoillman
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Mr. and Mrs. Joel Finkle
Detroit, Michigan

P

New York
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Extends heartiest greetings

"Extend greetings to

W

and Mazal Tov to

¢ | ding to Bar-llan's president, , e,

Silver jubilee.

} | Rabbi Emmanuel Rackman.
“Then, the ceniral idea was
to bring the religious inte the
20th century, to train them ag
)| professlonals who would gon.
b tribute to the bullding of the
country,” he says.
) Nowadays, the emphaais has
}{ shifted to bridging the gap of
| suspicion between secular and
orthodox, a8 well as fighting the
all too common phenomenon
which Rabbl Rackman neatly
terms "' Jewish Iiteracy."
And that s not ali. The rabhf
would also Mke to gpee the
academic disciplines evaluated
from a Jawlgh perapective, "'If I
were teaching Plato and Aristo-
tle, I'd make sure my students
knew what Jewiah philosophers
had to say as well."
Ha confesses that it in over-

) : the Bar-ltan Universit
$ Yt their phllosophy 15 all byt it does aim to endow its graduates with ’ 3% :
4 " ) . . . %
: i: faculty. administration and students | BUT SOCIAL togration something higher than a higher education, 3 on the occasion of its E !
: ) waan't quite ‘ . : PR
't on the occasion of 4| had inr&lndz;vy:au:go(mei: rites. SHOSHANA LESSER., g o
4

Bar-ltan UI"I[VEl'Sify'S the Sabbath. In the dining
room, there are Grace After
Meals booklets hanging on the
walls, and while meat Ia being
served, you can't buy milk in
the adjacent cafeteria.

What the religious tone of the
unlversity really depends on,
however, is & nucieus of highly-
committed religious students
willing to undertake leadership
rolea, say university leaders,

To attract the more obser-
vant student, Bar-Ilan now
offers mpeclal programmes in
advanced Tora studies, for
those who wish to combine
Jowish learning with their
regular degree courses.

The Midvasha for women,
and the Kolel Institute for men

Silver Jubliiee.

: _ _ ticularly. disgruntleq soldie
N o .| Who'said Bar-lan had _help'e(:l‘

. i kave succeeded In drawting
: ambitious to expeot faculty [ some 350 students, many of
1 memhers to have the i3 whom previously considered
L knowledge to weave Jewish e the .university’s Judalsm too
4 ' | thought Into Shakespeare, o walery, With an cmphasis on
' $ § | Darwin or whoever, B, for the - education and outlook rather
. 1 | Mmoment, he aims at making the i than on pure knowledge, tho
\ 4 $| Daslc Judalea courses as o small classes help to establish a
i 3 moaningful ay possible. Thig o cloger relationship between
T ' . $ | necessitates training staff to ! pupils and teachers. Many of
' 3 :;:; ait“d:":;“l m:mdlthe texts ‘ the lattor are rabbls from out- .
! 2 € studying to disoy, n . rid.
| : £| on topical Jewish lsauey. © A eide the aondemio wo Dr. and Mrs. Leon Fill
' 2 | $| ,, For Recior Shiomo Hokstein, 1 Joar history student, while gne met on campus. “Thanksto THE SOCIAL benefits of the ,
| $ $| 1t also means mere Philosoghy i :nother told ur with some em- Bar-Ilan, my husband has two programmes are not to be D it, Michi
: 't Courses, ‘‘Sticking to the mere v dﬂ;'l'ausmant that the thought of giarted taking an interest In underestimated either, admits etroit, chigan
| [ B : ;th: é? Hltllble to be borlng‘." he ":I' w:enkg l:;vde bhoul'ﬂl Jlld:lcﬂf. a JUda.lsm," she said. Rabbl Blhl.mon t?o.lmilhead 0(; .
I . 3¥8 bluntly. : i een enough of a tudents who lve {n dorms the girls' section. Men an .
! ; est \_NIShes : Indeed, recent surveys have J: :“e""“t to send her to Tel msentle:ned the speclal womgrlx meet at functions which Wish Bar-llan. University
b ' s : 4 :".‘:“t'i: ﬂ;ﬁlg among students H!I ' s;;?dU:.':‘t':““% t‘; d‘: ?;ﬂl‘ BI;A- character of Shabbat on cam- the;;lort%%nl:& tl;,e.‘:uel\aelé tOEOI: : ' .
i 3 | iovards phllosophy. “Talmyd - rhed just for her pus, whon the bleak dining to all students, but conducte )
: 2 tO. $ | they learned in hl{lsh eh'o:::l. : .teqcmng diplonia. Eonm tables are decked with a suitable key (e.g., no pop every continued success
:- . - : : . . - ¢ | Here ‘they expeot something THE RELIGIOUS students are white cloths, and students enjoy groups or disco), these provide
; : ' Bar-llan Universit : | ditferent, gaig .student 8lso not eamy to cater for. & communalmeal with Sabbath. an ideal meeting ground for d roud
] . y ' ¢ | counsellor Nattalf Sterp, . - - Surah, who graduated from a sermons and songs. those with an eye to marriage. anqa are pro
I. i :: enlfl::a'lauu theb sttldents- are :‘;utslt'!‘us high school, told us - How rellgioua}ly lnnplrlng _ N Eventr;.lly. st:l 1;:: gg:g::g::
M : R 1 _ 1 '3iastic ahout the extr 8t the Bihle or charged — the atmosphere hopes, these u
P . oon Its anniv_ersary : Work-load - In Jewish !tudle:.' far too eany. ftudles had been should !sm. is Indeed a tricky may become leaders in the stu- - to _be
. 2 S _ i says Stern, ''but I've eq. _For her, the religlous at- question. dent union, and perhaps Infect .
{ 2 . o o . countered many g student Mosphere on eampus Isn't ““An atmosphere of others with thelr religious Sociate d with the
" :g' ' . : 3:&":4;:3' :11;0'?%: chat ar :"g 00 iy Cither, ““There friendliness and respect for be#et'f ssor Rackman stresses as
: _ . P ‘studies waps - 4refar too m n- ervade the uni- roless ’
_ E . ‘Mr, and Mrs, Max. S_tollman _ worth it. I remember one par- Students her:,'?',sllll:naztl';.ew:i:g izg;i;l‘,?'!:ﬂ:?egted a veteran that Judaism spells a strong

Silver Jubilee celebrations.

"M leads to activities such as lecturer on education, “but the social consclence. The univer-
Tixed folk-dancing, which I dis- latter must not interfere with a  sity’s projects for brain-injured

= ————— e T s

ovH 4Fprove pf, ' ts personal observance, soldiers and disadvantaged
relig;i’uu. ‘boys under hiy' eom. o 'Anotherlrellgiou.u student in :iu:ina ::y!:vs'.y attempt to limit children and its programn;e ﬂt:r
homg oo I:n":::tli wanted to be k' Ner fourth'year of mathematios bia academic knowlodge,” encouraging the elderly to

. L9mmented that the univer-  “Bar.Iian ‘makes no attempt study, all reflect this quality. Tn
© U Mty'slgniy religious to tal?: the place of a yeshiva," general, students are expecteg _
- Charapteriatje, were the asseris the rector. to apply thelr Jewish “gl
Bk le_ﬂpa and the Judaica At the same timse, at Bar-Ilan geaular knowledge to a usef
?t“-me.?_- ""But it does make me:, there are no mixed dormitoriaa end In soclely.. .
eel at Fome," ghe added, . and boys are politely raquested  In tackling the challeging
C e A 'f%'-'ﬂ.nﬂ_ of hérs — who g leave the aren of.the girla®  task of integrating the secular
Eriduated. frorm the Poalel dorms atter 17.00 p.in. Freulty and the sl,!-e!e.d- it has always |
' ‘mbntee guarael youth move-. . heads: are.religious, and cam- heen Bar-llan's aim to endow
-+ ment— )9 ui she hind maried -pus. parking-tags. are issued -lis graduates with something
< |% Moh-religioug ‘student 'who"'it'-.} only tp thosg who won't drivé on  higher than a higher education. |
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<1t was g Iot hoitt;d"to:ia.!:e' .
but It aid give me. an idea o °
4 | Jewlsh: cug oOm#, ' 24-year.olg
. _.th._l_lg told us, #Italso gave me a -
enance’ . to. examine biplgal
texts u]&uély something I'pmn;}-
ably ‘wouldn't have done pthep,
- wimetr o T TR
"I would hive Ppreferpeq -
| more, philosophy 'and:legs.
Talmid, " salid Bvad, & thiriy
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{Opposite page) Aerial views of
Bar-llun campus todny, at top and
Imwer lefl. The late Kennaih
Keatlng, at the lime U.8. am-
baswxadar to Israol, visils the Bur-
Hlan campus in February 19%.
Kenling was presented with a book
nf Responsn of Rabbi Meir Hen
Buaruch of Rolenberg, produced by
the unirersity's computerized
Respansa Projoct,

&

STUDENTS REPRESENTATIVE COUNGIL
BUILDING DEDICATED TO {

SYRIAN JEWRY

P =P W -

{Above) Tho Bur-llan campus, s it
lnoked I the early 170%. (Loft)
Blieetron microscope, noquired by
the unlverally in 1973, {Right} Bar-
Thun students rennme Sindenl Ooun-
el Bullding in honour of Syrinn
Jewry for one doy In 1974, (Bot-
tom row, from loft)Poal Url Ani
Grrenberg and Nobel Laureate
8.¥Y. dynon flank Bar-llan Hebrew
fiterntitresProf. Barich Kuraweil at
receplion in the lnle 1960's; Prof.
Pinhns Churgin, universily's
Jounder: university's first lecture
rooms and lgboralory, in 1956.
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DEPARTMENTAL DEVELOPMENT

ALAN ELSNER talks to the heads of three of Bar-llan’s outstanding departments,

PROFESSOR Meir Roston,
head of the English department
belicves In treating his 300 un-
dergraduate students, 285 of
whom are female, asx if they
were at an English department
in & British or American univer-
slly.

"Even though the vast ma-
jority of them are Isrgeli-born,
they ar€ expected to speak
English all the time In the
department, to study in English
and to present papers in
English, They are treated just
as |f English wage their native
tongue,'' he said.

Roston joined the university
In 1856, two years after its foun-
dation. He has played a large
part in bullding up the English
department, which now has 50
post-graduate students,

Roston himself apeclalizes in
Engliah and American
litérature. But the department
is also Involved in linguistics
and teaching English as a
spoken language. *'The
linguistics department ig in the
process of & major expansion,.
with a leading world figure In
the fleld due to join us next
vear,”” Rosaton said. ''The
language teaching is done by a
acparate staff and runs courses
for A large number of students
In other university departments
for whom & knowledge of baafe
or specialist English is a
nccesslty.” .

Roston Is very concerpeg that
the department should gain gy
Internatlonal reputation, “Wa
try to encourage members of
the staff to publigh thelr
research and have a constant
stronm of articles in leadin
Journals abroad," he said, "We
also bring outstanding forelgn
Scholars to Bar Ilan to apend a
few weceks teaching in the
department, In this WAY, wWe are
helping put Bar Ilan on the
world map.”

Roston ia nlso proud of the
seminar library his department
has built up and kept up-to-date
despite all the budgetary con.
atraints.

One disadvantage the depart.
ment suffers is the dearth of Job
opportunities for its graduates,
Teaching Is one outlet hut the
profession {s not well paid. This
is the cause of the
preponderance of women in the
department which Roston
describes as an ‘‘unbalanced
situation." )

Another disadvantage Is thal
tho students lack the oppor-
tunlities in Britaln and the U.8.
to see great works of drama he-
ing performed. Roston said that
the department had brought
over Bhakespearian tiims, but
he agreed that they were not a
fully adequate substitute.

"This i{s & amall intimate
department. We keep the
classes fairly small and make

R |l B, T
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sure that even the senlor freul-
ty members teach courses to
first-year students,'" Roston
said. '"We also organize extra-
currleular activities to promote
this friendly atmosphere, There
is an English club for more
relaxed mectings and contact
between studonts nnd faculty,

given for the students to discuss
the material,'" Yinnon said.

"“We are fortunate that psy-
chology is one of the mosl pop-
ular subjects to study in Israel
today," he added. “"We have a
very large number of
applicants and we can afford to
ticke only the best.”

and more than 100 faculty
membenrs, it stands out In a un-
iversity where most studies are
conducted on a small scale.

As department heaq
Professor Moshe Syrkin ex-
plained, economles encom-
pasaes three separate studies,
business management, accoun-
ting and pure economlcs. *We
hope to graduate from being a
department to a full faculty
next year," he said,

Within thease three branches,
there are many different ways
In which students can build
their coursges, It 1s compulsory
lo take some pure economics
courses but they can be com-
bined with studies {n the other
two branches. In practice, most
students do business ad-
ministration with pure
economica. "That gives them
excellent prospects in the job
market and also a fine
theoreticnl background and
basis,” 8yrkin said.

The department also offers
post-graduate studies leading to
MA, MBA and PhD degrees.
‘““This I8 one area which we are
hoping to expand suhstan-
tally," said Syrkin.

As with many of Bar Ilan's
departments, the emphasis is
intensely practleal. “We con-
centrate on the Israell
economy, The vast majority of
graduates will be going out to
take thelr places In it as
busaincsamen, agcountants, con-
sultants and managers, so we
gee llttle polnt in dry
academicism," Syrkin explain-
ed.

Bar Ilan's orientation
towards Jewish studies is
reflected In several of the
econoimlcs courses offered to
atudents. "'One course we offer
deals with economle thinking in
the Talmud, We work very
closely with the responsa. Our

Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Krejtman
New York
Congratulate Bar-llan University
on 25 years of great achievement
and look forward to the
continued development

of this wonderful institution,
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aind we hold the occasional The department, numbering computer, whieh stores

NOR TH AMERICAN BANK LTD. tolloquium for visiting lec- some 300 undergraduate Tnlmudic Information, has
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| . : of Bar Ilan Unlversily offors for doctorates, s & large one Jewish-relntod topics in
Foreign Exchange e Import/Export * Bonds & Securities l l ‘ i S ; ‘ 1/ ‘N D
religious psycholoyy. subject, and employs some 33 in the world,

fome of the most unusual gyen by loreign standards, 1t oconomlc history which are
'. THE TRUST COMPANyu OF Dopartimeni hoad Professor full-time leeturers. One tople examines the
The Jerusalem Post

T

' . " g turers," students, a further 200 on MA been n boon,” Syrkin sald. He N EWS FROM IS RAEL
Full Bankmg SGI‘VICB —_— 2 The psychology departmenl courses and another 25 studylng mentioned several other _
courscs In Israel, In Lthe flelds of alao caters for 300 students tnk- studied at Bar Ilan and
. rehabllitntive, industrial and  jup psychology aa n subsidiary probably at no other university
' N OR TH AM E R , - ' : Yoel Yinnon said: "We run the "SULC demands are made on  economic atructure of Jewish
NURITH CAN BAN KLTD . only course in the country that everybody, both staff and communitios In tho dinspora
.. Chalrman, Nissir Gaon: Manae : . " deals with rehabilitative P5Y-  siudents. We take care to have hefore World War 11, Another
. h aon: Managl X : L chology. Two of our MA n good mixture of lecturers who  looks at the Talmudic concep-
. Sludents were sent to the U.8.to are intereated in both the treat- tion of compelition. A third 18

ng. Director, I-ienrv Pfoffar

. l__.')_.iscr?_ti_qnj * Confidentiality o Advice & Ma_nagerﬁeht
+’Charlty & ' '

Jerus‘a!iam:i 2 Rehov Ben Yshuda; '1;9!;‘02-23_4331:
Tel Aviv: 116:Allenby St, Tel. 03.822883, 624038;
Bnei Brak: 116 Rehov Rabbi. Akiva, Tel. 03-707181. 2

Henry Pleffar, member of the Board of Tru of Bar:llan, wili be ina

other. trusts ¢ Investments & Property -

ttendan.ce during the 25th anniversary celebrations.

 THE ISRAEL DEVELOPMENT AND
S MOR'(I'GAGE BANKLTD
RS AsubsldlarvofDlscountBank) Ll

. Fi'na'nciﬁg-fﬁ..thh -pur'c_ha's’é of ‘a flét 'is".f_a". s'é'r.i:éﬁs-;l:'l:lat..te'r.'-" DT

Jwrite thelr doectoral theses in
this subject and came baek to
set up the course, They work, In
tlose cooperation with the
Defence Ministry, rehabil-
ltating severely wounded
foldiers and also helping dif-
fleult handicapped cases."
Another unique course is one
Studying factory relationships.

he paychologists are trained to

o Inlo factories and examine
¢ complex web of
relationships that exist between
Workers ang management and
Within the work forece itsslf,
S0me ‘gourses have been
devl.aed fo stress the univer-
sity's Jewlsh character. One
3tudles Psychological 'nspects of
dudaiam. Another deals with
u:ath._a.r_:d includes lectures on
the Talmudlc_attltudu towards

ment and redenrch aspects of
the subject, so0 that stiudents
may benefll from a wide cholce
of courses and topies to study,””
Yinnon said.

In Israel an MA in psychology
is the minimum qualitication
needed to work In the Held, and
the second degree course con-
centrates on preparing students
tor field work. The clinical psy-
chology course has won for
flaelf a particularly good
reputation in Israel.

Yinnon stressed the praclical
Impact that his department has
an Israeli soclety, There s a
growing body of research by
department members. on
various aspects of this huge
subject. Every summer, the
department runs a course for
teachers from a particular

based on the Talmudic ap-
proach to the environment.

**Much of the work of a large
department such as thls must
be concerned with keeping up a
high standard and turning out
competent graduates,' said
Syrkin, "But we are also con-
cerned o expand our horizons
acndemically and make a con-
tribution to research.”

This year, a research In-
stitute wlth four study centres
was opened. The centre focuses
on Latin American develap-
ment studies, since many
senfor facully membhera are
themselves of Bouth American
extraction, Eighty participants
from abroad are expecied to at-
tend an international con-
ference on S8outh America later
this year.
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{ Renata and Henry Knobil o} Arthur Hubert, O.B.E., Hon. Ph. D., and Walter Hubert, {

{ i ! _ {

E together with : 3 Honorary Vice-Presidents of the British Friends of Bar-llan University, '

" ‘ (] - l.

$ Ruth and Conrad Morris, London, together with their wives

). :

4

extend heartiest greetings and Mazal Tov wishes to faculty, wish Bar-llan University continued success
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_administration and students on the occasion

5 in its magnificent contribution to Jewish Education,
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Mr. and Mrs. Jack Gradel, Manchester S T Sl b
\ { g Rz Hi
{ . o e
: together with . ) { E.Alec Colman, Hon. Ph. D, |P ey
4 . . Y , . :
3 { - ds of Bar-llan Unlversit e i
8 Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Gradel b} : | President of the British Frien . y AR
" v ! S T ML D
; . } 3 ' TP
$ ' “and their famiies N and Mrs. Colman i
l' . ;. { - ‘ .i
b : . h - o)
:; wish Bar-llan Unlversity every contlnued success ﬁ _ 1 are proud to have been assoclated g
4 . . : S o
‘j . [ } . s
' ' ' nce its earliest days . Mty
i: and are pround to be associated with . ; D with the Unlversity since lts e Y ‘Ii
¢ : . ' - dmark =
:E . the Silver Jubilee Celebrations, For . and extend warm greetings on this great landmark. f
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{ ellington Ltd, ; : ) g s : . 3
‘ - L s L el | $ k are both delighted and proud to.share in the |
| ‘ - Manchester, Englang .~ . 0| . ! B % | _ :
' | - Congratulate Bar-llan Uni ON 28 vere. - T L ' ' S . o Lo
S . _ versity on 2 S | B g : ™ o S _
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The Post’s MICHAL YUDELMAN looks at Bar-llan’s
Brookdale Programme which, she notes, benefits the
young students as well as the old.

THE SENIOR
STUDENTS

EVEN THE rainicst, most mis-
crable weather eannot dampen
the spring in thelr step, as they
firide confidently down the
campus palths, ""They' are the
senior citizens wha have enroll-
ed in the Bar-Ilar Brookdale
Programme for Adull Educa-
tion.

The thirat for knowledge
never dies, as the overwhelm-
ing response to the Brookdale
Programme has proved. Hun-
drers of senlor citizens aged 80
Years and more are studylng
slde by side with the regular
Studenls in the first project of
Its kind to be conducted by an
Isracli university, .

"‘Senlor cltizens are en-
couraged to choose from more
Lthan 200 courses In the
humanitics, Jewish studies and
saclal seiences as part of the
religlous university's contribu.
tion to the community," says
programme coordinator and
Adminlstrator David Glanz,

But the programme, which
provides Lthe aging soclety with
intellectual stimulation and a
broadening of their cultural
horizons, i8 much more than
Just a study project.

In a soclety which defines
pPcople according to thelr
profession. aenior citizens face
4 serlous Identity crisls when
they stop warking, They need to
fill the sudden vacuum In thefr
lives.

The study programme, which
the aged and aging join as
auditors, gives them a new
status and identity: “Each par-

tleipant receives a student gard:

and a rertlficate, enabling him
or her to use the library and at-
fend all the university's
cultural and social activities,
By acquiring the status of a stu-

- . dent, the senior ecitjzen aeases

A
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e Programme students ai work in e lect

to be defined as old; he or sha is
no longer retired, but &
student,’’ explains Glanz.

On the grassy campus and In
the classcs of Bar-llan Univer-
slty, the senior citizens capse to
suffer from the indignity and
helplessness atirfbuted to oid
age. Here, they don't need any
special treatment: they arc
studentis, just like everybody
else,

THE PROGRAMME'S
arganizers ensure that no more
than six senlor citizens attend
any given clags, thus preven-
ting them from forming a
separate group and en-
couraging them to Integrate
with the other students.

The growing (senior eltizen)
minority has quickly become
the university's pel student
Eroup: the senlor citlzens
always arrive at lectures on
time, rarely miss a class,
always oprepare their
homework and Insist on writi
the papers and exams that the
degree students must write,
even though they, rs auditors,
are exempt from them.

"They bring a wealth of per-
sonal experience to class, and
their {nvolvement is so intense

that it often takes all a lec:.
- turer’s skill to keep them from

patronizing the class," says
Mrs. Florence Mitweeh, direc-
tor of Bar-Ilan's 8chool of
Soclial Work and director of the
Brookdale Programme. )
Senior citizens, by virite of
their relatively substantial ax-
perlence, are often able to
make particularly valuable
contributions, as, for example,
In a diseussion on marital con-
flicts, she says. )

SOME OF THE participants in
the Brookdale Programme,

.‘.

ure

whether pensfoners, new Im-
. migrants or others, have never
had a chance to atudy In an In-
stitution of higher learning,
Many were forced to stop atudy-
Ing during the evenia preceding
World War II They all feel that
they have reached a standstil]
in their life and are spurred by
8 desire to break Into new
circles and find new Interests,

“'People who come here to
study when they have passed
the age of 60 have never really
stopped learning. They have no
other motivation than the pure
desire to learn, This creates an
Atmosphere that neither the
other atudents nor the lecturers
can {gnare," notes Mitwoch.

Subsidized by the Brookdale
Foundation of New York City,
the Bar-Ilan programme
cnables the senior cltizens to
pay only IL300 for a one-year
course inatead of the usual
auditor’s fee of 111,040,

The unlversity alao tries to
reduce the bureaucratje
procedures for the admission of
senlor students and centralizes
in one office all the information,
reglstration and assistance con-
cerning the choice of subjects,

The .overwhelming response
to the programme — {here were
250 students when It atarted in
1078 — haa gained momentum;:
Now, there .are 429 senior
students, indicating the largely
neglected neads of the aging
community In Israel.

One of Bar-Ilan Unlveraity's
maln missions s to challenge
young people's attitydes
towards the'aging. Thig leagds to
the second part of the Bar-Ilan
Brookdale Programme. Called’
slmply *“Tochnit Hakesher,"

- (the Contact Programme), |t

Provides funds to asslat the
Studles of students who extend

social serviges.tg aged
members of thelr communitles.

WHILE MANY of the studenta
who Join the Contact
Programme are enrolled In the
unlversity's soclal work school,
the programme Is open to any
student willing to devote time,
attention and understanding to
senlor citizens,

The Contact Programme’s
contribution to the Young
Students engagod In it 15 no less
Important than the halp thoy ox.
tend to the aged.

Isracl, still In some respocts a
young, ploneering society, hag
Httle or no understanding of the

special needs of the aging com- -
munlty, which constitutes over

BAR-ILAN UNIVERSITY is future study programmes, some 120 students from the mix-

\

Striding confidently down the campus path... xenior students

10 per cent of the population.

"The Immigration of parts of
families to [srael and the non-
exiatence of the extonded fami-
l¥ as a soclal norm have
ereated a woclety in which
many peuple have no relatives
or connet:tions with older peo-
ple. The Contnel Programme
enables voungslors to bridge
the genoration gap.

“Many of our young students
hive found o 'grandmether’ or
‘grandfnther," and made the
mlssing connection with an
older relative. This is all part of
the universiiy's cofforis to
change the younger
Eenerntion's feelings and &t
titudes townards the older com-
munity,” adds Mitwoeh, [

o e

ering the popular ivory-
::‘::,tr mn;;;h of universities by
reaching out to working,
middle-aged people who would
otherwise not have the chance
of higher education.

Outlying branches are part of
Ber-flan's policy of carrying
the torch of learning, Judalam
and Zloniam to the fartheat cor-
ners of Israel. ""We Bgee the
branches as our mission and
our challenge,’’ says economics
leeturer Dr. Moahe Berrebt,
who is in charge of the
hranches.

Bar-Ilan does not encourage
the branches to become in-
dependent, thus freeing itself of
the finaneial burden. Rather, it
continues to malntain them as
extensions of the university
itsel!, carrying out the univer-
sliy's mission,

‘The three branches establish-
ed so far — In the Jordan
Valley, In Ashkelon and in
Safad — often succeed in at-
tracting uneducated, otherwiae
unmotivated people towards
studying. A certain relaxation
of requirements enables hard.
vorking people, who also Bup-
port large familles, to gain the
education they missed when
they were younger.

While appicants to Bar-Ilan's
main campus must pass certain
entrance exams, hranch
students need only write tho ex-
ams at the end of their first
year. Thia practice apares the
students the payochologieal
trauma of possible failure, and
enables them to attempt to pasa
the exama again, or choose
Gourses with different re.
quirements,

One way or another, saya
Berreb{, the student can use
previous courses to complete

D, . PV O T ¥y BB &
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Spreading
the word

Through its branches, Bar-lian University is
reaching out to people who would otherwise
not have the chance of higher education, writes
The Post's MICHAL YUDELMAN.

v
*,

The late Dr. Tuvia Bar-ilrm, Jounder of the Bar-Ilan branches and
son of the lalc Rabbi Meir Bar-lian {Barlin), afier whom the
university wny named, .

The branches offer aill the
basic coursges required for a
degree by Bar-Iian University.
These include Judaism,
Talmud and Jewish bhiiosophy.
But at least 20 rer cent of the
BA courses are taught only on
the main campus, which alsg
contalns the laboratory
facllities,

ON THE bank of Lake
Kinneret, flanked by lawna, i
the largest of Bar-Ilan's
branches, located in the Jordan
Valley regional centre, Zemah.
The 300 students ettending the
branch come from the lower
Galilee's villnges and kibbut.
zim, Beit 8he'an and Tiberias.

The branch offers courses in
Psychology, sociology, Hebrew
literature, economies and
education, in addition to basic
and general! courses,

Minl busca of the Regional
Jordan Valley College provide
transport to and from the
students' homes,

The Ashkelon branch, secom-
modating 250 to 280 students,
also offers a courae for
qualified nurses. Over 3¢ per
cent of the students at the
branch are from Ashkelon,
while the rest come from
nelghbouring areas, Ineluding
Kiryat Mal'achi, Kfar War-
burg, Ashdod and even Rishon
Lezion.

Bar-Tlan's attempt to reduce
the gap between social groups
and to provide education for
slum quariers 1s perhaps most
evident at the Ashkelon branch.

At the request of the Ashkelon
municipality, which will
finance part of the project, the
branch there will add a course
in socinl work next year,

The 8afad branch serves

b b d 40 4 4

Elaine and Arnold Bloch

of Melbourne, Australia

extend greetings and best wishes

to the Bar-llan Uhiversity' on the occasion of its

Silver Jubiiee.

ed population of the northern
town and from the villages
around it. The maln problems
in the region are the bitterly
cold winters and the lack of
funds for heating. Consequent-
1y, certaln coursea have o be
rescheduled for a warmer time
of the year.

BAR-ILAN is presently con-
sldering adding a fourth
branch: Har Hanegev College,
In Yeroham, but first the
college must be recognized by
the Hducation Ministry.
Meanwhile, Bar-llan ig helping
the college with lecturers. The
students here come from
development townships in the
Negev and from Dimena.

Bar-Ilan Unlversity keeps a
special budget for branch
students. There is also a fund,
provided by the Sephard!
Federation, for students of
Oriental communities in ex-
change for community services
In thelr home regions.

Young, dedlcated lecturers
commute betwaen the main
campus &nd the branches to
spread the word of Judalsm
throughout the land. But Bar.
Uan's unique ideology is not
demonstrated merely by the
Judalam and Talmud courses
taught there. The lecturers st
a personal example by being
ohservant Jews ae well as
aclentists and teachers.

Adds Berrebl: ""The analysis
of sclentific problems in cinss,
the professors’ attitude towards
life and studies, shows the
students that there 18 no con-
tradiction between seience and
religion, and allows them to
accept Judaism as a way of
life." O

The Australlan Friends of

. Bar-lfan University, Melbourne

congratulate the University

on its superb achievements 'and extend best wishes

on the _

Silver ]ubllge. .
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The Post’'s BENNY MORRIS meets Harold Fisch, Bar-llan’s professor of
~ English literature, who regards his work as ‘a pioneering enterprise.’

THROUGH HIS study window,
Harold Flseh can sce the
routhern glope of Mount Herzl
and the tourists slowly shuffling
belween the buildings of Yad
Vashem.,

The Birmingham-horn
professor of English litorature
at Bar-Tian University likes the
vicw: “‘*You can't see the
graves, but I know that Golda is
buried juat over the crest,” he
SAYE.

Fisch does nol {ind the view
depressing: '*On the contrary,
¥Yad Vashom {3 aboave all a
memorial {o the Jewlsh
people's survival; to the fact
that we managed to endure the
very worst the world could pit
against us,*™

"The Holocaustl s a Christian
prehlom,"' he aays, "“not a
Jewish one. There is nothing we
need explain. The Holocaust
revealed a basic flaw in Chrls-
tian civilizatlon. They must do
the soul-searching.*

Fiach's mind and interests
Bpan ihe cultures of the Wesl
and hig Jewish heritege. The
son of 4 rabbi, he was brought
up in the English Industrial
{fown of Sheflield, where he
attended the loeal (non-Jewiah)
grammar achool and unlvers!-
ty. After three years of war ser-
vice, he completed a Bachelor
of Literalure degree at Oxford
— ""A Ph.D. wasn't necessary in
those days for an acadomic
career,” he says.

His theaia wan on the writings
of the 17th century Anglican
hishop, Joseph Hall, moral
philosopher, satirist and poet.

Fiseh went on to teach
English literature at Leeds
Universily for 10 years, Im.
migrating fo [Israel In 1067,
Here, he Joined the embryonic
English department at Bar-
Ilan.

""We then had iwo junior lec-
turecs all told. We received a
-£80 British Councll grant to buy
hoaoks for the department
Hbrary, and we stretched it hy
buying Penguin and Everyman
aditions,”” he recalls, ‘The
department now has 15 lec-
turers and about 380 students.

FISCH HAS PUBLISHED
books and articles on
Shakespeare; on 17th contiry

* English literature, on modern . §

Amerlcan Jewish novelists and,
most recently, on Zioniam. In
“Jeruaalem . and Albion" —
porhaps the fooll of his twin
ldentitleaa — Wiach traqes
Judaie imagery, thought and
thomes in the writings of Milton
and hiz contamporaries. The
book Is due out in Hebrew this
manth; ST
Together with his family,
Mach recently moved into a
new tlat in-h religioua block tn
Jorusalem's Kiryat Hayovel
distriet: *It makes for
smdother llving. No 'nolse on

E Bhapbal, & common JAnguage,” .
he says. He {3 of tha non-stone- -

throwing, . live-and-let-ilve
Orthodox ‘Israelils. His salon ia
adorned with two or three early
18th contury' pleces which
would widen tha eyes of an an-
Ugqué dealer, Sllver  ashtrays:
decorate small, metal coffee
tables, and booka reach to the
‘eclling of hls study. Most are In
Enﬁ-]‘]_sh HE T .

A row of layge leather-bound

tomes catehr the eye. Flach' -

‘Orthodox
Jews

find no
conflict or
contradiction,
apparently,
between
their
religious
practice
and

beliefs

and
research
pursuits

in the
natural
sciences...”

S errapa

_.'_',!._.be_liavﬂ'thu.‘. an Orth

‘;.’}!’;,‘A'ﬁl\. )

-~

HiEl

odas religidiis inatitution of sblenze ia ol i ooniruitiption,

proudly hauls one out — an 189
Russian Talmud, an helrloom
of his wife. There are beaut{fyl.
ly Ingeribed Hebraw an.
notations in brown ink {n the
margins.

Fisch was among the leadin
aplrits in the foundation of Bar.
Ilnn's Ingtitute of Judaism and
Contemporary Thought. The In-
atitule encourages studlag
which nattempt to reconeile
Jewish and Western thought
and values. Bridglng the two
cultures is important to Flach,

WHEN Bar-Tlan Unlversity wes

" founded in 1955, It waa opposed

by many seculariats — 'a
religious university ?*' — and hy
many in the Orthodox camp —
‘1t wlll elther become a
glorified yesiiva or a non-
religious, normal university.”

T helleve that an Qrthodox
religlous institutlon of sclence
is not a contradletion. It canax-
iat,"" says Flsch.

He points out that in the
Unlited Btates, there is now a
lurge number of Orthodox
Jewish sclentists: *‘Orthodox
Jews find no conflict or con:
tradicllon, apparently, hetween
their religious practice and
beliefs and research pursulta In
the natural sciences,” he says.

But he sces a problem in the
humuanities and philosophy.
Thinking religlous Jews will
necessarlly come up against
Ideas and phenomena which ap-
parenily conflict with thelr
religlious presuppositions.

"1 believe such contradio-
tions and conflicts should be
faced and addressed,'' says
Fisch. At the same time, he 8
aware that there are tenchoers
of humuanitics at Bar-Ilan who
beliove that they should teach
thelr subjecls as thoy are
tnught ut any other university.

“They rogard Lhelr Judalsm
and roligious beliafs as things
apnrt — to bo loft, as 1t were,
outside the classroom. I don'E
think this is right or desirable,”,
says Fiach.

Fisch's children embody
their father's ideals and
commitment. All, he proudly
notes, have remained within the
religlous fold and most served
in IDF combat units as offleers.
during their national service.

One is a teaching assistant in
philosdphy at Bar-Rlan; another
i3 studying in the field of com*
puters; a third is pursuing an
academie ecareer in social
work; yet another is a married
housewlife, and the you_ngest is
still at schaol. »

"T am not a military person
says Flzch, but he speaks wit

. "obvlous pride of his children's

fontrlbution to Israel's securl:
y.

- THE BAME sort of pride is evl-

dent when he speaks of his
World War II servioé as 8 sub

: Heutenant in the Royal Navy —
-" “the senlor service,” he calls it
: — an convoy duty In the Atlan-

tic betwden 1942 and 1946. °
He paradoxically comparés

" life: in that service to the
-" " religious lite — there are sym"
.:  hols; dutles, ceremonies, codef

" of beghaylour, many apparent h
i arhitrary < 'like wearing 2° . .
' knottad Ha.and eyt - O
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‘We have
retained the
family-like
closeness of
the small-university
life and work
together as a
team, happy

in each other's
achievements.
This is pretty
rare in today’s
academic world.’

The Post’'s MICHAL YUDELMAN talks
to Zvi Luz—kibbutznik, scholar,
teacher, writer—a product of Bar-llan’s
Hebrew literature department.

TWICE a week, Zvl Luz leaves
We pastoral home at Kibbutz
Deganla Ret, and enters a very
diffarent world of Bar-Ilan
Unlversity, where he teaches
Hebrew Llteratura,

Instead of conflicting with
each other, the non-religious
kibbutz background and
religloualy-orlentod university
campus have found a frultful
co-existence In the life of
Prolegsor Luz.

Bar-Ilan University has been
asecond home to the kibbutznik

¥
)
Y

" The late Professor Baruch
Kurmpei]

":._' International
= Travel, tourlsm, organizatlon of congresses and conferences

- | 10 Sderot Rothschild, Tel Aviv, Tel. 654541

L

scholar ever slnce the sixties,
when he entered as a student.
''I chose this university both for
its high standard in the subjects
I wanted to study — Judaica
and Hebrew Lilerature — and
bocause of its religious
ldeology.” aays Luz, san of the
Inte Knesset Speaker Kaddish
Lz,

The cloae tles arid Intimate at-
mosphere of the then small uni-
versity, which was founded in
1035, napparontly left their
mark, becnuse Luz, who
atudied nt many universiiies
aAbrond, alwaya returned to his
alma mater. And so did most of
the Hebrew lterature siaff,
who also graduated from Bar-
Iian, The friendly relatlons
among the staff are born of the
many yecars spent together,
first as studenta and later as
teachers.

"You won't find the nasty In-
trigues and hostile competition,
so prevalont in other univer-
sltles. in this unlversity. We
have retalned the family-like
closeness of the small-
university lite, and work
together ag a team, happy in
cach other's achievements.
This iz preity rare in today's

.acadernia world,'" concludes

Luz.

If you choose to work in Bar-
1lan, you probably identify with
itz religious ideology to a cer-
tain extent, .states Lus,

emphasizing, howover, that
there s no external coercion of
any sort in the unlversity.
The study of Hobrew
literature at Bar-llan is based
on the eonceptlon of literature
as a spiritual creation, rather
than a mere architectural
design. This gulding prineiple la
the legacy of the late Professor
Baruch Kurzweil, who founded
the Hebrew Literature depart-
ment in Bar Ilan, and dis-

tingulshes Bar Ilan from other’

institutions ot learning.

Luz divides his teaching time
between Bar-Ilan's main cam-
pus and its branch in Zemah,
the Jordan Valley's district cen-
tre. The Zemah campus con-
giats mainly of adult students
who take classes in the evening,
afier thelr day's work, These
students take thelr studles ex-
tremely serfously and their
achleyementa often surpass
thpse of their younger counter-
parts in Bar lian.

DESPITE Luz's heavily loaded

schedtile, he manages to com-
bine his writing — flotion and
non-fletlon — with his teaching.
[.uz writes In his workroom in
Deogania Baot.

His latost hook of shori
alories, Bainnce, 18 about to be
published. Luz has published a
three-parf trllogy of legends
called The Place, and two
collactions of ahart staories,
Where the Rivers Go and
Seaasons, In addition to a
numbear of non-fiction hooks and
essrys, "'thanks to which'l am
now a professor.' C

Sdrprisingly enough, Luz also
finds time for his family — a
wife and five children. One of
his davghters, a Bar-Ilan atu-
dent, hag chosen mathematics
and computer science aa her
major. Another daughter Iz
studying blology in the Tal Avly
University. The remaining
three — a gon in high achool and
a son and daughter’in elemen-
tary school — are studying In

the Jordan Valley. All the

Bést Wishes to

children were born and ralsed
on the kibbutz.

Luz describes himself as one
who refrains, in hiz written
work and everyday e, from
exhibltionism. Like his manner
and stature, hia answars are
ghort, matiar-of-fact and
somewhat clipped. "Whataver
needs to be known, can be found
in books," he tells me, when I
complaln of his brief repliea.

He does, however, consent to
discloge some of his {nnermoat
hopes and deslres: he hopes
there will be peace; he intense-
ly densires Israel to be a good
state, and a peopie worthy of
their past heritage. As for hia
personal future, Luz wishes to
continuo in Bar-Ilan, where hia
work ylelds him satlsfaction,
pleasure and seli-
accomplishment. “HEvery time
I come here I experience the
nhange of atmosphere from the
outslde world. There Is always
something new and different
here for me.""

Bar-llan University on Its |ubliee.
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To Bar-llan University

cordial congratulations on
its anniversary and best wishes
for success in all its endeavours
on behalf of Israel and the Jewish people.

——ee
ISRAEL DIAMOND EXCHANGE

RAMAT-GAN

- We would like to express our sincerast congratulations an tha

occasion .uf your 25th anniversary. May you ga from strength

L lo .'a_'_tr'enyl'h in your Importent contribution to the advancement
' of learning in Israel. '

- The bank is the leading
instrument for providing W=y
long-term financing mainly . %
for industriaf development in
l_smel. One of its major actjvi-

- lies i_s directed - towards (he
development of new cities in
Israel by encouraging local and
foreign investors in their
efforts to establish them.
selves in those areas, '

o N} ICnn:tuchra L] :D'aalq.r'a_'_.!!- '_ﬁmhfaclfu;u_ri

Development Bank
of Israel Ltd.

THE KEY TO INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Throughout its 20 years
of activity, the Bank has
become involved in the
development of all kinds
of industries all over
country. For a long time the
bank has been used as the
4 main address for foreign in-
Y vestors, In assisting them to
take part in developing Israell
industry and economy.

"+ "The Offlices of the Bank are located at:

- Teli 217111, Telex: 033646, Cable: “Mesteror

.
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I8 rabbi with a thorny
. problem, The
"ar llstens careful-
: 4 pertinent infor-
“ion. After the sludent haa

. fompleted his gutline of the

Problem, he relaxes a little, ex-
Feeting the rabbi to pull down a
oW dusty Talmudic tomes from
ina bookshelves and start sift-
! g laborlously through the
Brature in seareh of
freoedants ‘and rulings,
netendt, the rabbl turns to a
Sophisticated computer key-

- J0ard, types out g fow headinga

which SBummazrize the pr
| oblem
» 38Conds later, tlfe com-

* Puter flaghea the appropriate

refergnpeg onto a screen,

.'_The.aIn' “3ponsa Project, run by

stitute for Information
etrieval anq Coniputational

. 3 ".i:;flrgllstlca-a,t Bar Hlan Univer-
- of anofant tradition

: " and modern

- I_‘-b“th'!!‘-'log‘y_la_-not only posaible,

2 knaeBdntial for advineing our

» ,. ; E.:mmglllm .of -Judq.gfs l_p.w_l nnd:-

28 shown that the Uinking

¢ deciglons, :
© Project;! set up In 1974 ip

.d. N =eL . I
< PERed basteally. to Pt

Hebrew legal texts, In par-
ticular the rabbinic Responsa
literature, onto computer tapes,
80 that the material can he
scanned to locate references
relevant to reaearch on par-
ticular topics. The Responsa
dates from the time of the
Gaonlm, aboul 1,500 years ago,
and 1s essentfally a system of
Jewish common law derived
from rabbinic decislons based
on the Halacha.

Rabbi Menahem 8lae, one of

" the enordinators of the project,

explained: "The Responsa —
one of the important genres in
Jewish law — was chosen for
computerization because of the
total lack of Indexing for the
Mterature. The computer allows
us lo store the vast amount of
information available and
retrieve ‘it immediately.”

To date, the syatem has com-
puterized 128 Responsa texts,
containing 28,000 documenis
and over 80m. words. ‘'No

acholar or lawyer could read ail ,
those books,'" sald Blae, a
nalive. of Chicage who made.

aliya in 1966, '‘But the computer

| zan 3ein the relevant Informa-,

tion In a fraction'of r second,”

The Information is found by-
typlng Into the computer-of"

*‘key" words or phrases, likely
to be used by a respondent In his

analysis of the legal problems’

involved. '

Slae explained that the com-
puter technique does not hy-
pass any of the valuable think-

ing processes In traditional '

methods of scholarly Inguiry.

"“We do not retard thought -

processes. We help to enrich
them,"” he claimed. .
Ha sald that a Ph, D, student

couid squander two-thirdsof hig *.

time in libraries, scanning the
anormous amounl of materia
pertinent to his fleld. '

. 'The computer can save him
endless hours of ‘drudgery. A
rabbl seeking to .answer. com-

judgmenta based on a more
complste grounding.

““To call this tool a timesaver

is a considerable un-
derstatement,” Siae exiphasiz-
ed, .. AR '

el
Yol

'TEXTS AND TECHNOLOGY

DAVID GUR learns about the Responsa Project, to combuterize Jewish séholarship.

BROUNG yeshiva student

THE PROJECT has g0 far run

more than 800 searches mostly

in the fleld of Jewish law. Doo-

toral and Masters digsertations, -

leciures, papers and books have

drawn part or all of their -

sauﬁges_ from the computarized
search. The researchers. are
malnly lawyers, rabbis,
yeshiva and secular students.
S8ample searches inglude
knotty queations on community
law, abortlon, the right to

-strike, payment of tees for sor-

vicee rendered and the place-
ment of the children of
divorcees. .

One study, commissioned by

; the Israell Agsgociation of In-

surance Campanies, resulted in

-the retrieval of hundreds of

topleal court-declslons in the

. history of Insurance found In
., ‘Halacha dating from the 16th
plleated questions beyond his . o R

field of expertize can-use the
computer to make speedy .

century.
In 1978, 3 Hebrew law.gervice

‘was Inaugurated, in; coopera-
-tlon with the Israell. Bar

Association, which has enabled

- lawyere and judges to'prepare -
-thelr arguments and. decisjons
-in Utlgation. - : )

aw;e c:lm atl!qdjlr a.nylegalnr

social problem on texts dating
back to the 12th century and
spanning hundreds of Jewlsh
communities,*" said Slae. The

declalons of the Israe! Rabbinic

courts are now being put on
tape, he added.

The problems of pollution and
ecology furnish more potential
subject-matter for the projsct.
As a result of a contract with
the Ministry of the Interlor, the
computer is to complle data
from Jewigh sources relating to
ecology which will later be
published in teaching aids on
the subject.

‘“The Talmud contalns very
clear zoning laws which, if
applied today, would prevent
industriea from emiiting nox-

"fous fumes in residentlal

areas,” explained Slae.
‘Another service, sponsored
by the Ministry of Eduecalion,

-provides computer-reirieved

Responsa material for the

. tenching of Talmud and other

Judajea in yeshlvot and high
achools. The .computer ia also

-gathering material for inatruc-
‘tlon booklets in the Oriental
Jewigh Heritage project.
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~ Vienna-bom sculptor George

-~ Weil, who now lives in Britain

~ has created a collection

- - of Jewish ritual objects in

. honour of Bar-llan University's

. Silver Jubilee. The works,
available in limited editions in

silver and bronze, include a

; figure of Moses and a Tora

‘.. pointer, Seder cup and plate,

1-menorah and candlesticks.
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